Naltrexone treatment attenuates the inhibitory effect of nicotine treatment on serum LH in rats.
The hypothesis that endogenous opioids might have a role in mediating the suppressive effects of nicotine on serum LH concentrations in rats was investigated. Naltrexone treatment prevented the inhibitory effect of high doses of nicotine on serum LH concentrations. Nicotine treatment also prevented the stimulatory effect of naltrexone on serum LH concentrations. These results suggest that the inhibitory effects of nicotine on serum LH concentrations involve an opioidergic component.